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LETTER FROM POLICE CHIEF ATKINSON 
 

The events in Minnesota that led to the death of 
George Floyd were outrageous and unjustified. I 
saw the video and found it quite disturbing, to say 
the least. What you saw in the video is not 
indicative of the kind of officers that we need or 
want representing our profession. 
 
Immediately after the video was released, our staff 
began creating training based on the video. Within 
36 hours, we began presenting an analysis of the 
video to all of our Doraville officers. This training 
consisted of criminal, tactical, moral and ethical 
issues of not only the primary officer but the other 
officers on the scene in Minneapolis. We stand 
with all in law enforcement who have condemned 
the actions that led to the death of Mr. Floyd and 
believe that all involved should be held 
accountable. 
 
The Doraville Police Department will not stand for, 
and does not tolerate, police brutality. The City of 
Doraville is one of the most diverse communities 
in this state and we pride ourselves on being 
accepting of everyone. The City was one of the 
first municipalities in the state to pass a non-
discrimination ordinance prohibiting discrimination 
against any and all groups of people. We will not 
accept racism or injustice in any form. 
 
I realize that there is outrage surrounding the 
death of Mr. Floyd, as there should be. I want 
everyone to know that our officers and employees 
of the Doraville Police Department are outraged as 
well, and we support the right of everyone to 
peacefully protest. The right to peaceful protest is 

 

 



a fundamental right that has been used, and will 
continue to be used, to bring about change in our 
society. The Doraville Police Department stands 
with you, and we support you. We must all be the 
change that we want to see. 
 
I want to assure our residents and visitors that our 
officers receive annual training on the use of force, 
de-escalation and cultural diversity. I am happy to 
say that the majority of our officers have been 
trained in crisis intervention. Depending on when 
we are able to schedule further training, we will 
have all of our officers, as well as our radio 
operators and detention officers, trained before the 
end of 2020. We will continually train our officers 
and properly prepare them so that they live up to 
the standards that you expect. 
 
The Doraville Police Department works hard to 
earn the trust and respect of our community. We 
are here for you and we stand with you. The men 
and women of our department will always strive to 
do their best to ensure the safety and well-being of 
our community. Collectively our agency, and the 
citizens of this great city, can play a part in 
bridging the gap of social injustice that has 
plagued our country for far too long. We will strive 
to set an example that other cities will aspire to 
follow through inclusion, collaboration, and the 
ability to adjust and adapt. 
 
Police Chief Charles D. Atkinson 

 

Message of Support for Doraville PD From Mayor Geierman 

Thank you to Chief Atkinson for taking immediate action once the video of the George Floyd 
incident was released. I think our Doraville police force already follows many best practices. The 
chief, the City Council and I will be reviewing these practices and making sure they are in line 
with recommendations from groups such as 8 Can't Wait and the Police Use of Force Project. 
 
Mayor Joseph Geierman 

  

 

  

  

City Hall to Serve as Polling Place for Georgia Primary on Tuesday 



Georgia's general and presidential preference primary 
election will take place on Tuesday, June 9, with Doraville 
City Hall serving as a polling place. Voting hours will be 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 
The presidential preference primary originally was 
scheduled for March 24, then combined with the general 
primary and rescheduled for May 19. The postponements 
were the result of health concerns prompted by the 
coronavirus pandemic. The general election is Nov. 3. 
 
Note: City Hall will be open on Tuesday only to voters. 
Otherwise, it will be closed to the public that day. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

CITY HALL NOW OPEN ON LIMITED SCHEDULE 
 

Walk-Ins Allowed Only on Mondays 
and Wednesdays; Appointments 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Doraville City Hall has reopened to the public on a 
limited weekday schedule with limited staffing. 
 
All visitors are required to wear face coverings, 
with no exceptions, and to practice social 
distancing. Hand sanitizer is available in the lobby, 
and its use is strongly encouraged. The City is 
determined to provide a safe environment for the 
public and for City staff, and this involves the 
cooperation and extra effort of everyone. The City 
Hall cleaning staff is devoting more of its time to 
ensuring a sanitary environment for all. 
 
Please continue to use the City's website 
(www.doravillega.us) for business that can be 
transacted online and does not require a trip to 
City Hall. 
 
City Hall's public hours are: 
 
-- Walk-in visitors: Mondays and Wednesdays, 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
-- By appointment only: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3:30 p.m. (Closed on 
Tuesday, June 9, except to Georgia primary 
voters.) 
-- Closed: Fridays and weekends 
 

 

 



A work station is available in the lobby for those 
who may need to upload documents from their 
USB drive. If you have any questions about the 
new schedule or about the availability of City 
services, call (770) 451-8745 or email 
city.clerk@doravillega.us. 

 

  

  

 

 

Council to Meet on Monday; 
Outdoor Dining Areas Approved 

The City Council will meet at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, June 8, to officially proclaim June as 
LGBTQ Pride Month and Immigrant Heritage 
Month. The council also will consider matters 
pertaining to the New Peachtree Road project. 
Click here to attend the meeting via Zoom 
teleconference. Click here for the agenda. 
 
The council has approved a resolution to allow 
restaurants and cafes to provide a temporary 
outdoor dining area. This would offset the 
reduction of indoor seating capacity resulting from 
the state's social distancing requirements. Click 
here for details about the permit and here for the 
required application. 

 

  

  

Weekly Census Report Shows 
Doraville's Response at 45.2% 

As of Thursday, June 4, Doraville showed a 45.2% 
response rate to the 2020 U.S. Census, according 
to the real-time Census tracker. Neighboring 
municipalities Chamblee (46.9%), Brookhaven 
(53.9%) and Dunwoody (63.8%) also are reflected 
in the latest statistics, as are DeKalb County 
(58.8%) and the state (56.8%). 
 
If you still have not completed your Census 
response, click here for information on how to do 
so. Door-to-door field operations are scheduled to 
resume in early August, and the deadline 
nationally for completion of all Census work is Oct. 
31. 
 
Thanks to our partners, the Center for Pan Asian 
Community Services (CPACS) and the Georgia 
Association of Latino Elected Officials (GALEO), 
for their help in our complete-count effort! 

 

  



  

  

For Fun, Try Interactive Bingo Game From Peachtree Creek Greenway  

Peachtree Creek Greenway is hosting an interactive 
bingo game through July 6 that is designed to get 
participants out of the house and exploring the 
greenway. There are prizes each week for the best 
photos. 
 
Click here for PCG's Facebook page and here for a 
grid that includes information about what you're 
supposed to go find and photograph. For questions, 
email info@peachtreecreek.org. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

City Calendar for June  

 Monday, June 8: City Council regular meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 Monday, June 15: City Council work session, 6:30 p.m. 
 Wednesday, June 17: City Council zoning meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 Monday, June 22: City Council special meetings, 11:30 a.m. (millage rate) and 7 p.m. 

(millage rate and fiscal year 2021 budget) 
 Wednesday, June 24: City Council special meeting, 7 p.m. (millage rate and budget) with 

budget adoption to follow 
 
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, meetings are currently being conducted via 
teleconference. Agendas and staff reports can be found here. 

  

 

  

  

Keep Track of What's Going On in Doraville 

Do you know of friends, neighbors or family members, in Doraville or outside the City, who are interested 
in keeping up with what's happening? Encourage them to register to receive this weekly e-newsletter! It's 
free, and they can sign up here. Be sure to like the City of Doraville page on Facebook, too! 

   

 

 


